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Pages 39, a 41 


fy \ ; 4 Bes ge “ 
hints eta Mer si? ditkw eno tsar 
“watfing _ “hbokt & dozen pefsons sat down to dussheo’ at ‘We tisuoke 's | 
sn offisiel, resi {donde Sst of them were members of the’ Foréign Offige. 
‘Byas, Karl H. von Wig mend of the Heakst newspapers). who’ hed just 
errived from Shenghgi, and myself Werk’ the enty, foreign gtests. 
The residence, .an,gld fashioned end alimos dingy foreign-style 
wei was furnished in undistinguidne ffestern® bourgeois teste. 


Matsuoka pfisk, self -vonf ider i nd Loquesidus', was very 

much interestedj/in the German situatio and asked many questions 

Bg te it. y, told him about strict Megimentattonjend rationin 
remarked, how much easiex hings Pppoared 
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bledged himself Vin pe red he to gey all Japanesé 
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"The /Jonger it lests, the ore\it zlays/into the hanis of the 
Bolsh¢vists." 


Japan, he suggested) wes immune fron Bolsié 
feayed\thet it would sontinue\to spread\in Chine 


\ 
Suppose that’s the idea behind Jepan’s uiediation offer 
yesterday\,.” I suggested. 


pone blenk@nd protested phat he did not know 
ebou any medietten offer He thought theye mupt be some mis- 
und eretanding somewhere. "We Gould only safile. 


"What about Wang Ching-wei?” he was asp 


eng Ching-wei," ne replied, " nf a a eriot, and if necessary 
he will s@crifice himself for his couptry. °Y 


"I know Chiang Kai-shek,” he henetnige a “and I have great 
respect for him. I know we can get to terns once we get talking 
about a settlement." 
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"What about the alliance with Geremy* and Italy?" I asked. 
"gmerica feels very strongly about it." es 


Matsuoka looked up sharply. Then he saids 


"I wrote thet treaty myself and I conducted ell the final 
negotiations with the Germans. I know just whet that treaty. means, 
‘And I, oan.tell you thet there.is nothirg in thet treaty compelling 
Japen.to go to warin the Dacific, ‘I told the Germans so, end they 
accepted oS abu PASOTRHOLELS Phir Wet iL aponte Tor ourselves what’ we are 


. going to 
: . mAh, mf ‘thought, "a provibe T aja not’ ‘inow. about.” | 
"But, will the Army eeres?” I ventured to suggest. 
Matsuoka. played with hig mustache. * A rd ro Woes 


~wine 11 «he finally replied, "it"s' a ve elit ck’ br aR vbbne) 
trust. I em "willing to stake my whole political pergee on this. 
If I should feil, I would withdrew from politics entirel But 
if President Roosevelt would only trust me, I‘can” eo ee that I 
will not fail." . 


hd ~ 
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tae! His whoie. policy BN oti rotested, was a aaned at preserving 


ee, 6A Rusaia fro the ‘bpexetion of the 

rtite, Pact, * e “apia, “ao as not to sll \enbions in 

Moscow. . £nd that. {a why We BYE Bo enxtous for the Poort Spates to 
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Excerpt from TCKYO RECORD, by Utto D. Tolischus, 
1943, Reynal & Hitchcock, New York 


Page. 56, 


Maroh 11, (1941 


Simultaneously, Matsuoka announced his immediate departure 
for Berlin énd Rome; with a "probable" visit to Loscow. The 
purpose of Lis trip, said an ntficial communique, was to “exchange 
personal salutations with énd :icet the leaders cf Germany end 
Italy in connectior with the sonolusion of the Tripartite Pact," 
and to "make personal observations of the Buropean situation on 
the spot." But the isiportant nature of the trip was emphasized by 
8 liaison conference between tlie Covernment and the Imperial 
Heedyuarters on ths WLole intornationsl situation. And my guess, 
rut down in 6 week-end dispetch on the trip, was thst Matsuoka's 
visit'to Moscow, where Jepar «as trying to get 4 nonaggression pect 
to protect her rlenk, provided “one of the most important clues to 
the significance of the trip." 


For seventy-two hours earlier the American Congress had 
passed the Lend-Lease ..ct, and in the Japanese view, 4s expressed 
in the press, this bill "heiala@ed America's appeerance in the role 
of a formidable naval, eir, end wilitsry Power in the Pacific, 
sollaborating with Greet Zritain to oostrust axis plans for &@ new 
world order." No, the crisis was not over; but the fires were 
banked for the monent. 
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Excerpt from TOYO RECURD, by Otto D. Tolischus, 
1943, Reyne & Hitchcock, New York 


Pages 56, 57 


March 13, (1941) 


With a great blare of publicity, Matsuoka departed on his 
trip to Europe last night. Before leaving, he was received by 
the Emperor and Empress. konoye and his Cabinet were at the 
stetion shouting "Sanzaii" as the train pulled out. Symbolisally 
enough, it was stated in the press that Matsuoka carried the same 
cane with him iie had used in Geneva when hé took Japan out of the 
League of Nations. 


* * * * * * * * * sg * * x 


But many Japanese watched him go with mingled feelings. Tho 

fsahi svedited him with pursuing a "virile diplomacy", but warned 

© exercise "great prudence and mature consideration", and unde 
no circumstances to exceed the "Imperial wish and command for te 
restoration of peace" laid down in the Imperial Rescript about the 
Triple Alliance Pact. ‘The equally conservative Chugai Shogyo warne 
that "prudence and caution" were called for, lest harm be done to 
Japan. Considering what had happened to cther countries whose 
statesmen had visited Berlin, =I could understand the concern. ind 
I was interested in noting that «hile Berlin announced that 
Matsuoka was coming in response to Hitler's invitation, there was 
no mention of such an invitation in Japan. On the contrary, the 
Japanese underlined that Matsuoka was acting on his own initiative, 
and that the trip had been planned at the conclusion of the Triple 
Alliance. 
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Excerpt from TOKYO RECORD, by Otto D. Tolischus, 
1943, Reynal & Hitchcock, New York 


Pages 96, 97, 98 


April 14, (1941) 


Early this morning, lI.onoye announced to the nation that Japan 
and Russia had concluded a Neutrality Pact. They pledged themselves 
"to maintain peaceful and friendly relations between them and 
mutually respect their territorial integrity and inviolability. .. 
Should one of the Contracting Parties become the object of ahr 
hostilities of one or several third Powers, the other Contracting 
Party will observe neutrality throughout the duration of the 
sonflict." It did not matter which side attacked first, Japan could 
stay neutral in case of a Russo-German war. Russie further 
pledged herself to respect the territoriel integrity of Menchukuo, 
thereby virtually recognizing it, and Japan agreed to the extension 
of Bolshevism in Asia by assuming a like pledge regarding Outer 
Mongolia's. "People's Republic", which was virtually part of the 
Soviet Union. 


"It is my firm belief", said Konoye, "that the pact has an 
epoch making significance in the relations between Japan and the 
Soviet Union, end that it will greatly contribute toward the 
promotion of world peace," 


' But I had to think of what a Russo-German pact had done to 
Europe. And the Pacific situation was similar. It looked so 
Similar to me, and the Japanese reaction was such, that I wrote; 


"Some of the Japanese interpretations of the pact are so 
sweeping that they hold the danger of inciting public opinion to 
& point where it may begin to force the Government's hénd, and 
ret arn Some of the more “dynamic” elements into precipitant 
action." 


The entire press hailed the pact as a blow to the United 

t States, and the Nichi Nichi bluntly declered that Japan could now 
avoid a two-front war; that is, fighting both the United States and 
Russia in case of a positive advance of her southward policy and a 
crisis in the Pacific. 


But the press &lso represented the pact as a triumph of 
"Axis" diplomacy and welcomed Russia into the Axis camp. Russia, 
it argued, having recognized Japan's leadership in "Greater East 
4sia", was preparing to join in a new partition of the world end to 
stake out her own sphere of influence in Central asia and the Near 
East. Was this genuine or disingenuous? I sould not tell, 


&ccording to the Japanese press, Meatsuoka's departure from 
Moscow produced a remarkable scene of German-Russian-Ja panese 
fraternization. Stalin himself appeared at the railroed station and 
said to Matsuoke, "We shall go together along the same road." 
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Stalin was also very friendly with the Germen Ambassador, Herr 
yon der Schulenburg, and put his arms around the German military 
attache, Colonel Krebs, saying, "We shell remain friends." 


In any case, I wrote: 


_ “Japan is now expected to start 4 great diplomatic offensive 
to end hostilities in China and push the establishment of a Greater 
East Asia Co-prosperity Sphere. 


Her northern flank was securee 
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Excerpt from TOKYO RECORD, by Otto D. Tolisshus, 
1943, Reynal & Hitchcock 


September 14, (1941) 
Chepter xXxAII 


On the other hend, the Japanese did not trust the Germens 
any more than other foreigners. In fast, they hed arrested one 
of the most prominent Axis correspondents, Risherd Sorge of the 
Frankfurter Zeitung, 6 close personel friend of Ott's. The 
Surrent report wes thet he was being assused of espionage for 
Soviet Russia, which sounded improbeble. Tne version brought to 
me wus thet he was arrested with « group or soue thirty Jepsuese 
sotivists whom he hed contacted on orders from the Nazis to 
spur their sfforts toward plunzing dapen into the war on the side 
of Germeny, which sounded core reasonuble. But nobody knew for 
certein. And that was not eraaotly reassuring for any correspondent 
(Later, Ott's personel secretery wus urrested as well.) 


Page 251 
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Excerpt from TOKYO RECORD, by Otto D. Tolischus, 
1943, Reynal & Hitehcock, New York 


Peges 102, 103 


April 19, (1941) 


I mentioned Kaneko's conversetions with Theordore 
Roosevelt in the next week-end cable and thon wrote; 


"Phe records of these conversations, reposing in Japanese 
state archives, form to Japanese statesmen the legitimation of 
their present course, but in the Japanese view, & Monroe Doctrine 
implies thet Japan can do as she pleases in the Zast. The program 
involves elimination of white domination in the East, or &s the 
eurrent slogen goos, "Liberation of the East from white capitelisn.* 
During the last wer, Japan eliminated the German foothold in the 
East.with the aid of the Allies. During this war, Japen hopes to 
eliminate the British «nd other European strongholds with the aid 
of Germany. If, efter the war, and in case of victory, Germany 
should atteupt to become heir to the Huropesn possessions in the 
Eest, Japan will turn egeinst her as well. For the present, Japar 
is proceeding on the theory that Germany will win, and that as @ 
result, the world will be divided into four or five regional 
blocs or Lebensraume: an 4fro-European bloc under Germany and 
Italy; the fmerices under the United States; a Soviet bloc, extendi 
to Central Asia and the Near East; perhaps, if Britain mekes & 
compromise peace, a British Empire bloc; and the Greater East Asis 
Co-Prosperity Sphere under the leadership of Japan." 


Before I left, Kaneko promised to visit me et the Imperial 
Hotel. He never did. (He died May 16, 1942, eged eighty-nine). 
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